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The News and Views of the Association of Dive Program Administrators 

 

Presidents Corner – By: Holly Bourbon 

appy Fall Fellow ADPA’ers!  

Before we all know it, we’ll 

be at our ADPA Annual 

Symposium and Training Day.  As all 

of you know from our July Bottom 

Times issue and recent listserv posts, 

registration for both of these events 

is now open.  A few quick reminders:  

 Please remember that you must 
be a current paid member of 
ADPA in order to attend.   

 Training Day offerings do have 
room limits, so hopefully you 
have registered early.   

 Confirmed Symposium Speakers 
receive a discount on Symposium 
registration ($25).   

 

Your membership drives this organization and we 

want to hear from you. Please consider giving a 

presentation at this upcoming Symposium.  For 

many of you, your field season is winding down.  It 

would be great to hear from you about what you 

and your teams have been working on either in the 

field or on-site at your respective institutions.  For 

those of you who have dove in collaboration with 

other aquariums or zoos, universities, other entities, 

etc., it would be great for you to share your 

endeavors.  Please reach out to a BoD member if you 

would like to present and in turn receive some 

feedback. 

We are also excited to announce our 2018 Brett 

Dodson Symposium Scholarship winner, DSO Pauline 

Roche, San Diego Zoo Global (page 

#3).  Congratulations!  The BoD also 

wants to thank the other applicants 

for their efforts in applying.    

While we currently have limited 

funding for this scholarship, many of 

us have worked with and mentored 

other new DSO’s in the past, so for 

those of you who are new to this 

group and may not be able to attend 

our Annual Symposium just yet, 

please do reach out to a nearby 

facility.   For those of you who have 

mentored other DSO’s please 

continue to do so. Our website is 

updated with new members by our IT committee 

and current members are listed.  Our listserv is also a 

mentoring tool in its own way. Informal DSO 

mentoring and our listserv have been long-standing 

benefits of belonging to the ADPA community. I can 

speak from personal experience that I have utilized 

these tools often throughout my career. 

I really look forward to seeing my ADPA friends at 

this upcoming Symposium and Training Day as well 

as welcoming new members.  Remember, what 

happens in Vegas does not all have to stay in Vegas 

as we are part of a growing community sharing in 

dive safety and program endeavors! 

Safe Diving and …… #WTTADPAMF!  

(Welcome to the ADPA My Friends!) 

H 

http://www.adpaonline.org/
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Registration is now OPEN! 
2018 ADPA Annual Symposium Schedule  
Additional details for all events will be posted to the listserv as they become available. All ADPA members receive 

discounted DEMA registration, including a free upgrade to seminar package. See registration code on the listserv 

or contact any Board member for assistance to register. Finally, we are accepting proposals for Symposium talks 

at this time by contacting Jake Emmert. Accepted speakers receive a discount on Symposium registration.  

If you have your ADPA lanyards from last year please bring them! 

 

Sunday Nov 11: Board Meeting 

10 am - 5 pm:     Contact Holly for location details.  
 

 

Monday Nov 12: Training Day 
Las Vegas Convention Center 8am-5pm:   Room 236 (registration table opens at 8am) 

8:30am – 12:00pm:  Morning Sessions  

 PSI/PCI Update    Room 235  

 Full Face Mask Workshop 1  Room 237  

1:30pm – 5:00pm:  Afternoon Sessions  

 DSO Workshop   Room 236  

 Surface Supply Systems   Room 235  

 Full Face Mask Workshop 2 Room 237  

Mandalay Bay  

9:00 am –12 pm: 

 AZA Accreditation Workshop, Hotel Classroom 

 

Tuesday Nov 13:  Symposium & Networking Event   

Golden Nugget  - Open to all current & paid ADPA members  

 Symposium  10:00 am - 6:00 pm  $125  Bel Air Room I room Golden Nugget 

 Networking  6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  $75     Poolside Golden Nugget 

 

Wednesday Nov 14: 

Las Vegas Convention Center 

 DPiC sessions  10:00 am – 11:00 am   Room 236  

 BOD office hours 

mailto:divesafety@moodygardens.com
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and the winner is….. 
Congratulations! The 2018 Brett Dodson Symposium Scholarship winner is 

Pauline Roche, Dive Safety Officer, San Diego Zoo Global. 

Pauline will receive a reimbursement check of up to $1000.00 for 

symposium training, travel, accommodations, and registration fees. 

Pauline is the second recipient of what we hope to be a long running 

annual scholarship available for first-time attendees! 

 
 

Membership Update 

Please join us in welcoming 8 new members to the ADPA since our last issue! 
 

 
 

     
  Professional Members: 

 
Name – Markus Pallos 
Institution – South Carolina Aquarium 
Membership Level – Professional 
Email Address – mpallos@scaquarium.org 

 
Name – Shannon Aldridge 
Institution – OdySea Aquarium 
Membership Level – Professional 
Email Address – saldridge@odyseaaquarium.com 

 

Name – Keifer Cox 

Institution – Wonders of Wildlife 

Membership Level – Professional 

Email Address – klcox@wondersofwildlife.org 

 
Name – Manuela Voisine 

Institution – Explos-Nature 

Membership Level – Professional 

Email Address – officier.plongee@explosnature.ca 

 

Associate Members: 
 
Name – Shane Curran 
Institution – The Loveland Living Planet Aquarium 
Membership Level – Associate 
Email Address – shane.c@thelivingplanet.com 

 
Name – Connie Arthur 
Institution – Tennessee Aquarium 
Membership Level – Associate 
Email Address – cma2@tnaqua.org 
 

Name – Allison Shafer 
Institution – California Academy of Sciences 
Membership Level – Associate 
Email Address - ashafer@calacademy.org 

 

Name – Barrett Christie 
Institution – Maritime Aquarium 
Membership Level – Associate 
Email Address – bchristie@maritimeaquarium.org  
 

mailto:mpallos@scaquarium.org
mailto:saldridge@odyseaaquarium.com
mailto:klcox@wondersofwildlife.org
mailto:officier.plongee@explosnature.ca
mailto:shane.c@thelivingplanet.com
mailto:cma2@tnaqua.org
mailto:ashafer@calacademy.org
mailto:bchristie@maritimeaquarium.org
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The Wonders of Wildlife (W.O.W) National 

Museum & Aquarium is located in Springfield, 

Missouri, officially opening its doors in 2001. 

After six years of operation, Wonders of Wildlife 

closed their doors for remodeling, reopening to 

the public in 2017. During the remodel, the 

footprint of the facility grew threefold to its 

current layout at 350,000 square feet and a 

total of 1.5 million gallons of water. In its first 

year after this expansion, Wonders of Wildlife 

was awarded America’s Number One Best 

Attraction by USA Today.   

The team at Wonders of Wildlife pride 

themselves in displaying animals from all areas 

and walks of life from marine to freshwater 

fishes to black bears, flamingos and owls. The 

mission of the facility is to “…celebrate people 

who hunt, fish and act as stewards of the land 

and water.”  

In addition to the museum and aquarium 

facility, the larger Bass Pro Shops/Cabela’s 

network is comprised of 154 store locations 

nationwide, each housing their own unique 

flora, fauna and theme based on the facility’s 

local environment and staffed by local contract 

Aquarists and Divers.  

Lauren Larese is the Dive Operations Manager 

and works out of the W.O.W. facility in 

Springfield, MO. The dive program at W.O.W is 

comprised of 3 dive operations staff, 33 

husbandry and life support divers, and 5 

volunteer divers. On average, this group of 

divers complete 280 dives per month. Tasks 

range from animal care and husbandry to 

feeding shows and game shows on the 

weekends. At the Bass Pro Shop locations, 

feeding shows are also conducted to connect 

guests to the local ecosytems of the facility. 

Recently, the W.O.W dive staff launched a guest 

immersion dive program using SeaTREK helmets 

titled Out to Sea Shark Dive. During this 

experience, participants enter a cage and get up 

close with some of the Atlantic’s largest 

predators including sand tiger sharks, sandbar 

sharks, barracuda and Atlantic goliath grouper. 

There is even an option to dive in with these 

same animals during a feeding frenzy!  

Lauren and the W.O.W team have recently 

started a collaboration with LifeWaters which is 

an organization whose goal is to “…help 

improve the lives of our disabled veterans.”  

They offer discover scuba and scuba 

certifications through Scuba Diving 

International as part of recreational water 

therapy. Dive experiences are conducted with 

eligible veterans in the 

W.O.W facility, honoring 

and supporting these 

brave individuals and 

extending the reach of 

W.O.W’s mission 

even further.   

Organization Spotlights – By: Lauren Larese & Andrew Morgan 

The Wonders of Wildlife/ Bass Pro Shops, Springfield, MO 

https://lifewaters.org/
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ABOUT THE DSO 

Lauren Larese started her diving 

adventures in a retaining dam in 

Pennsylvania, earning a basic dive 

certification and mastering pond 

scum tic-tac-toe, unknowingly 

starting her down the path of 

detritus wrangling.  

Her dive journeys have taken her to 

Florida, Mexico and Guantanamo 

Bay, Cuba where she favored the 

clearer and warmer waters of the 

tropics.  

Lauren began her aquarium diving 

life at the Virginia Aquarium as a 

Dive Operations Intern with then-

DSO Sonny Alejo. This training in 

aquarium diving led her to a post 

with Bass Pro Shops as a diver, 

ultimately ascending to her current 

role as Dive Operations Manager.  

Lauren loves being able to provide 

care for such a varied collection of 

aquatic life lauding, “There is just 

something special about being able 

to dive with animals from all over 

the planet in just one morning.”  

When Lauren’s not donning a 

wetsuit, mask and fins, she’s working 

alongside her husband on their small 

farm in Missouri and enjoying other 

water sports like kayaking and 

surfing. 
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Get a GRIP People! 

Submitted by Mark Lane, Senior Dive Officer– Cal Academy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

The Problem: If you use a cylinder vise like the 

Global model shown here, you may have 

experienced slippage when removing stubborn 

valves. Even though the vise has rubber grip 

pads, the cylinder can rotate when you apply 

force to the valve wrench. It can be frustrating 

to break loose those really crusty valves. 

The Solution: take a rubber stage band, similar 

to what you’d use to secure regulator hoses on 

a stage or bailout cylinder, and slip it around 

the cylinder as shown to the left. 

Once the band is in place, clamp the chain vise 

around the cylinder as normal, and have at it. 

See bottom photo. 

Now the cylinder will stay put regardless of 

how much force you apply to the valve, even if 

you need a cheater bar for extra leverage. Of 

course, this is for removal only; you shouldn’t 

need that kind of leverage when re-torqueing 

the valve after inspection. 

That’s all there is to it! See you next issue with 

another helpful Dive Hack. And if you have 

tricks of your own you’d like to share, send 

‘em in to ddeboer@adventureaquarium.com! 

 

mailto:ddeboer@adventureaquarium.com
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What is the Be A Diver Pool? ®  

For Zoos & Aquariums, the Be A Diver® Pool is a great 
opportunity to not only engage your guests and draw new visitors 
to your establishment, but also increase media coverage and 
local interest and exposure.  

The Be A Diver® Pool Tour is a year-‘round, nationwide program 
that enables targeted potential diving customers to try scuba 
diving in the warm, safe confines of a four-foot deep swimming 
pool under professional supervision.  

The Be A Diver® Pool travels throughout the United States, 

making appearances during large-scale events which already attract potential customers who fit the 

same affluent demographic profile targeted by the diving industry. The Be A Diver® Pool uses a 

professional New York-based Public Relations firm to help attract media attention as well as potential 

customers, and is often used by the event to help draw media attention for the event itself. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Corporate Partner Report 
 

http://www.submersiblesystems.com 

 

 
https://www.diversalertnetwork.org/ 

http://www.beadiver.com/be-a-diver-pool-tour
http://www.beadiver.com/be-a-diver-pool-tour
https://www.dema.org/page/721
https://dema.site-ym.com/news/286071/Over-905000-Potential-Divers-Reached-by-Media-Coverage-of-DEMAs-Be-A-Diver-Pool-Tour.htm
http://www.dema.org/
http://www.submersiblesystems.com/
http://www.submersiblesystems.com/
https://www.diversalertnetwork.org/
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http://aquaticsolutions.com/ 

oceanears.com 

http://aquaticsolutions.com/
http://www.oceanears.com/
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http://www.animal-exhibits.com/ 

http://www.remoramarine.com 

http://www.animal-exhibits.com/
http://www.remoramarine.com/
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The South Carolina Aquarium has opened up applications for a un-paid Dive Intern position. 

Deadline for applications is December 1
st
, with flexible start date anticipated Jan/Feb 2019. 

https://scaquariumvolunteer.applicantpro.com/jobs/904287.html 

 

The North Carolina Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores has posted a Seasonal Dive Technician 

position.  Current deadline for applications is Friday 10/26.  This is a six month paid position 

and requires a Divemaster certification or higher. 

http://www.ncaquariums.com/dive-safety-technician 

 
ADPA Website Job Postings AZA Website Job Postings AAUS Website Job Postings 
https://adpa.org/jobs/ https://www.aza.org/joblisting/ http://www.aaus.org/jobboard 

 

Over 60 Years as an Industry Leader 

Sherwood Scuba - Innovation, Quality, Performance for 

over 60 years. Sherwood Scuba is very pleased to be 

celebrating sixty years in the diving industry. Sixty years is 

a long time for any company to be in business and in the 

scuba diving industry, only a handful of companies that 

have been around that long. Sherwood Scuba is one of 

those companies and it didn’t happen by accident. The 

companies that have lasted are still here because they 

build quality products, they continue to listen to the needs 

of their customers, and they have an unending passion for 

what they do: building safe, reliable dive equipment.   

www.sherwoodscuba.com/ 

https://scaquariumvolunteer.applicantpro.com/jobs/904287.html
http://www.ncaquariums.com/dive-safety-technician
https://adpa.org/jobs/
https://www.aza.org/joblisting/
http://www.aaus.org/jobboard
http://www.sherwoodscuba.com/
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 *Elections committee is chaired by out-going President and works with past Presidents to run election. 
 

ADPA Website www.adpa.org 

ADPA Google Group https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/adpa   (Member Access Only) 

 

Newsletter Info 

Bottom Times is the quarterly newsletter of the Association of Dive Program Administrators. Submit jobs, ideas, 

and other info to the communication committee one month before the next release date. 

Scheduled releases:   January 2018   /   April 2018   /   July 2018   /   October 2018   /   January 2019 
 

Communication Committee 

Chair Dave DeBoer    (Adventure Aquarium)  ddeboer@adventureaquarium.com  
Co-Chair Andrew Morgan  (Monterey Bay Aquarium)  amorgan@mbayaq.org 
  Katie Shoultz   k.shoultz@hotmail.com 
BOD Rep Mauritius Bell   (California Academy of Sciences) mbell@calacademy.org 
Member Mark Lane  (California Academy of Sciences)  mlane@calacademy.org   
 

Board of Directors 
President Holly Martel Bourbon  (National Aquarium in Baltimore) hbourbon@aqua.org  
President - Elect Mauritius Bell  (California Academy of Sciences) mbell@calacademy.org  
Secretary Jake Emmert  (Moody Gardens) divesafety@moodygardens.org 
Treasurer Paul Dimeo  (Aquarium of the Pacific)   pdimeo@lbaop.org  
Membership  Chip Arnold (Alaska SeaLife Center)   chipa@alaskasealife.org  
Director-at-Large George Peterson  (Monterey Bay Aquarium)   gpeterson@mbayaq.org 

 
     

2018 ADPA Committee Rosters 
 

 

 

Training Day:  Paul Dimeo – Chair 
Jenna Walker – Co-Chair 
Jon Nonnenmacher 
Jeff Christiansen 
Ryan Yuen 
Halle Minshall 

 

Symposium:  Jake Emmert – Chair 
Katie Shoultz – Co-Chair 
Heather Hooper 
Peter Mawhinney 
Andrew Solomon 
Andrew Morgan 
Ryan Yuen 
Jon Nonnenmacher 

 

Membership:  Chip Arnold – Chair 
Andrew Solomon – Co-Chair 
Chris Duncan   

Corporate Partner:  George Peterson – Chair 
Mauritius Bell – Co-Chair 
Arnold Postell 
Paul Dimeo 
Chris Duncan 
 

IT Committee:  Scott Chapman – Chair 
Daniel Redinger – Co-Chair 
Chris Miller 
Dave Rintoul 
 

External Affairs:  Arnold Postell – Chair 
George Peterson – Co-Chair 
Jenna Walker 
Current BoD 
 

Communications:  Dave DeBoer – Chair 
Mauritius Bell – Co-Chair 
Andrew Morgan 
Katie Shoultz 
Mark Lane 
 

http://www.adpa.org/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/adpa
mailto:ddeboer@adventureaquarium.com
mailto:amorgan@mbayaq.org
mailto:mk.shoultz@hotmail.com
mailto:mbell@calacademy.org
mailto:mlane@calacademy.org
mailto:hbourbon@aqua.org
mailto:mbell@calacademy.org
mailto:divesafety@moodygardens.org
mailto:pdimeo@lbaop.org
mailto:chipa@alaskasealife.org
mailto:gpeterson@mbayaq.org

